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FORE WARD

This Agro met Bulletin is prepared and disseminated by the Ethiopia Meteorology Institute
(EMI). The aim is to provide those sectors of the community involved in Agriculture and
related disciplines with the current weather situation in relation to known agricultural

practices.

The information contained in the bulletin, if judiciously utilized, are believed to assist
planners, decision makers and the farmers at large, through an appropriate media, in
minimizing risks, increase efficiency, maximize yield. On the other hand, it is vital tool in
monitoring crop/ weather conditions during the growing seasons, to be able to make more

realistic assessment of the annual crop production before harvest.

The Institute disseminates ten daily, monthly and seasonal weather reports in which all the

necessary current information’s relevant to agriculture are compiled.

We are of the opinion that careful and continuous use of this bulletin can benefit to raise ones
agro climate consciousness for improving agriculture-oriented practices. Meanwhile, your
comments and constructive suggestions are highly appreciated to make the objective of this

bulletin a success.

Director General

EMI

P.O. Box 1090

Tel: 011661-57-79

FAX 00251-11-6625292
E-mail nmsa@ethionet.et
Addis Ababa
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Rv6CT
Ah.h MCF 2026

NAA&TIM. PACT MC PAREAR/M. ANC $9F NANHT® PNAT +MPm, ANNNPT AL
NOAT @ BAT P+AA PACHNT Uid 1NFar: N+ALIR NLMNE NEMHN 20N AT
mhNAF@. AT8U9° N+OAE PN 9PNEP PACNT ALCS NEA ACNT ALC PUIL+
ANNNPTF AL P+AA 78 INCM = 2UTR Usd ANAST DPF PINCT 24PF ATIA HA BTG
HC AGPHEFGE &M, AtHE ANATET AR, +hAeT ARTHE AT8 IR ARTANT PARMM
@4 PaRE APCNT I°F U1FPTY PAMZ INC = NHTILT® PLETS 1H ANATT
$LM@D AT HG ANNNPTF P HAEF AL APTFR ANTPOA TNZM: NAA NN
PACTNT ARt NMPLCNTFM ANNNPT AdL AAE PH1T@7T ACHNT NMAFD AL
PMSPT N&PTT ADRALT ATEUT® PHTN @YY ACANANG ATINTDFF doihgo
RIMILY P& ML NG

NAAETFD POCTF @C UA+E@D ANC 5% N+AL9® NeMNE NeMN 9R64NS
NANNAZFD- AY8U9° N+@AF PATRIS PATRY 9PNLP PNATT ANA ANPL PUILH
ANNNPTF AL heAd AND APhNAT M7 PA@ ACPNT ATRINGF@ h+ALR PUILH
n&EAT BHANAMNS P++itr PINCT MAPCAE, UEPTF PRARFA= BUIS P+HT1TD-
ACHNT ANAS @&F PACA ATPNLA PTIA HIET ATINTDIT PNAT ANATT ATHLT
N&+E AN+PR PINZ NARPEIR NAIC AR, +hkeT POy &AYF ARAYATT ARCNF ARCT
ANLA PACNT ARC ANNNPT AIMA YWCT APMA @Y APCNF APTFR MG JNLM-
Nt ARG ANA ANPL ANNNPTF PLEIR 1H ANATFT ACPHLT PaRA HOBT
ATINGPY 9% U571 PAMZ INC = NAA NFA N+ALIR NLMNT N&M TRALN PUL+
ANNNOF AL NINC®- +8209 ACHNYF JC +PLH NAT]TIL NFPF PADLT ARYRLA+TT
PALC ARACAC ARIPTF NARhAFF@® NAMPAL NNA®T PACA Né ATPNSHA AL ArFP
TRAT TNLM-::

NAAGTI@. PAICTF AN+EM® ANG AT 9% NANHT® PNA9Y HEN +mMmem,
ANNNLPTF N+HALI® NEMANT LM ARG ARNNAGME IONG-ST ATRT IPNES AT PhTRH
AA® AT APAT ANNNPT NA®MI™ P71 NNCeF P+AA PACHNT Uid 1NGFor::
eyg® Uiz N+ALI® PNATT ANA ANPL NUPFF PUILE ANNNPT AL PaA
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HAE+ AMELT RS P+APR ANATT AMHLY APTFP @E PINLZM- APTE
AP LMD A+HG PNATT D&3F ANATI PI AR +hkT AT8 U9 AImA ACS
AGRMAm @Y APCNET N1 17 INLE= N+enTLT PINCD ACHNT PLET® 1H
ANATT AT HE ANNNPT De AIMTMT PAMZ NARURIR NATC @Y AMC ALPRT
ANNNPTF PHTN @57 ATANANGT ATNTTFE mé AIMT PELML TN NAA
A NerNs NeMN hefN N+ALT NI HY NN HTN hAR@4 IC +PRH
POYIHT daoamAT pangd aifisz+dt NARNA+ NATANTT NAPTT NINLT AL
AP +60F TNLM- =

NAAGID PAICT MC ANHEPE PNAST HT +M P, PUIL+E ANNNPTF P+N44 ACHNF
RS+ PA: 2UTR Usa NHALTIR PNAT ANA ANFL NPT PUTL+HE ANNNPT AL P+AA
PALC @AM ACHNF INGF@:: 2UTR Usd PO9A HOIEF ATILL AT PHAPR ANATTY
AMHLYT APTFR @ PINZE AT ANPEMM AtHG PNATY O&F ANATIR Y
NANNNPE ATLNPA 2T, +AdeT NT 17 1IN0 NHRTILTR NAREARLPM- ANC 7 NHA
@E BMNG BN TPNLS PY14+ NPT HN4ET PINZE ACTPNF ARCNT ALCTT NA
ACNTE ARC ANNNPF AT M @35 AIMA AC APCNF NE+E MPTRF INCM-: NATIGTP
NNH A&LPTF AR N24 NGF @D N30 993 NAL HTN a4 JC +PRH P+ 70
N&+§ My PAD- ACHNT NHARIR @Y AMC AUFF ANNNPTF PHEN @YY ATIANANS
ATINARFE ABANGR A IMTRT PLMZ NPTIIR NEMHNT N&MAAN AN N+ALIE NI HY
NNE HTN NAPP4 IC +PLH PMIHT MRA™ARG pavst IAL+%F NAPNAH
NATAATT NAPTFT NTNLT AL AAFP +H0F 1N =
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SUMMARY
MARCH 2026

During the first dekad of march 2026, the moisture conditions in most of the Belg-benefiting
areas are better distribution. Especially in the south, southwest and central, as well as in some
pastoral and semi-pastoral areas of the country in the southeast, there was a better
distribution. This situation created favourable conditions for Belg agricultural activities, such
as field preparation and sowing, the growth of early-sown crops, as well as the provision of
drinking water and fodder for animals. It also had a positive impact on field preparation in
areas where long-term crops are sown early. On the other hand, it created a good opportunity
for areas experiencing moisture shortages to carry out occasional moisture conservation

works on their fields and to collect and rainwater harvesting.

During the Second dekad of march 2026, especially in the south, southwest and central
regions of the country, as well as in some parts of the north and northeast, showed light to
moderate moisture status observed, according to agricultural meteorological data collected
and analyzed from various parts of the country. This moisture contributed significantly to the
preparation of fields for Belg agricultural activities and the sowing of Belg crops, and also
played a positive role in meeting the water needs of permanent crops, providing pasture and
drinking water for pastoral and semi-pastoral areas. It also created favourable conditions for
the preparation of fields for sowing long-term crops in Meher crop-growing areas. On the
other hand, the frequent moisture in the south and southwest regions of the country,

especially in some places, has had a negative impact on Belg agricultural activities.

During the third dekad of March 2026, most of the areas benefiting from the Belg rains,
especially in the South, Southwest, Central, East, Northeast, and the Rift Valley and adjacent
areas, had better moisture conditions in terms of quantity and distribution. This condition
played a positive role, especially in the areas of the country that are growing Belg crops and
for sowing various crops, it had a positive side for the provision of pre-sown Belg crops and
perennial plants, as well as for pasture grass and drinking water. In addition, the moisture
created a good opportunity for areas that sow long-term crops, and it created a good
opportunity for areas with limited water to collect and store rainwater. On the other hand, in
the South and Southwest, especially in the Gamo Zone, landslides occurred due to the heavy

rains, which had a negative impact on animals, people and property.
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During the month of March 2026, most of the country’s areas benefiting from the Belg
rains received widespread moisture. This situation, especially in the areas of the country that
grow Belg crops, had better soil moisture. This situation had a positive role in preparing the
fields and sowing various crops, and had a positive effect on both the already sown Belg
crops and the perennial plants growing in the areas. In addition, the moisture that spread to
the south and southeast of the country after the first ten days was of great importance for the
provision of drinking water and pasture grass for pastoralists and semi-pastoralists. On the
other hand, the high amount of moisture obtained in connection with the presence of more
than 30 mm of rainfall in 24 hours in many places created a good opportunity for the
collection and storage of rainwater, especially in the water-scarce areas, but it had a negative
impact on livestock, people and property due to the filling of rivers and landslides associated

with the presence of heavy rainfall in the south and southwest, especially in the Gamo zone.

1. WEATHER ASSESSMENT

1.1 Rainfall amount (21 — 31) March 2026

During the third dekade of March 2026 on the most part of the country was good the rain
fall distribution. Over Guji, Konso, Gedeo, Drashe, south Omo, Basketo, Keffa, Sheka,
Jimma, Yem, Arsi, Selti, south west Shewa zones and Addis Ababa city are received 100-200
mm rainfall. Over Borena, Liben, Amaro, Burji, Gamogofa, Welayita, Sidama, Hadiya,
Alaba, Dawuro, KT, east Shewa, Bale, Bench Maji, Gambela zone 1, Illlubabur, west
Wellega, Tongo, east Wellega, west Shewa, north Shewa, east Shewa, west & east Harergie,
Harer, Afar zone 5 and Oromia special received 50-100mm rainfall. Over Afder, Fik, Jigijiga,
Shinile, Gambela zone 2 & 3, west & east Gojjam, south & north Wollo, Afar zone 2 & 4,

and western Tigray zones received 25-50mm rainfall.
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Fig 1. Rainfall distribution in mm (21 — 31) March 2026

1.2 Rainfall Anomaly (21 — 31 March 2026)

During the third dekade of March 2026, the rainfall anomaly map indicated that most parts of
the country experienced normal to above-normal rainfall conditions, except the north western

region.

Above normal

Normal

Below normal

Much Below normal

34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48

Fig. 2 Percent of normal rainfall distribution (21 — 31 March 2026)

Explanatory notes for the Legend

< 50- Much below normal
50-75%-Below normal

75-125%- Normal

> 125% - Above normal
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1.3 Moisture status (21 — 31 March 2026)

During the month of March 2026, the moisture status map indicated that most parts of the
country experienced Moist to Hyper Moist moisture condition, except the northwestern

region. The north western parts indicated dry to very dry moisture conditions.

Hy per Humid

Humid

Very Dry

34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48

Fig. 3 Moisture Status (21-31 March 2026)
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1.4 Rainfall amount on the month of March 2026

During the Month of March 2026 the rain fall distribution was most part of the county
particularly Belg Rain Benefiting areas received high amount of rain fall. Over south Omo,
Konso, Drashe and Basketo zones are received 300-400 mm rainfall. Over Borena, Amaro,
Burji, Gedeo, Sidama, Welayita, Gurage, Selti and Arsi zones are received 200-300 mm
rainfall. Over Liben, Guiji, Bale, Hadiya, Alaba, KT, Dawuro, Gamogofa, Bench Maji, Keffa,
Sheka, Jimma, south west Shewa, east Shewa, Addis Ababa, west Shewa, east Wellega, north
Shewa, east Harergie and Harer zones are received 100-200 mm rainfall. Over Liben, west &
east Harergie, Shinile, Afar zone 5, south & north Wollo, Afar zone 2, east Gojjam, east
Wellega, Illubabur, west Wellega, Gambela zone 1 & 2, Tongo and Wagihimra zones are
received 50-100mm rainfall. Over Fik, Gambela zone 3, Kamashi, Agew (Awi), Bahirdar,
west Gojjam, south Tigray, Afar zone 4, west Tigray, east Tigray and Afar zone 4 received
25-50mm rainfall. Over Afder Gode, Korahe, Deghabur, Assosa, Metekel, south & north

Gonder central Tigray and Mekelle received 5-25mm rainfall. The rest part of the country

was received 0-5 mm rainfall.
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Fig. 4 Rainfall amount in mm for the month of March 2026
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1.5 Rainfall Anomaly on the month of March 2026
During the month of March 2026, the rainfall anomaly map indicated that
country experienced normal to above-normal rainfall conditions, except

region.

34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48

Fig. 5 Percent of Normal Rainfall for the month of March 2026

Explanatory notes for the Legend

< 50-Much below normal
50-75%-Below normal

75-125%- Normal
> 125% - Above normal

1.6 Moisture status on the month of March 2026
During the month of March 2026, the moisture status map indicated that
country experienced Moist to Hyper Moist moisture condition, except

region.
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Fig. 6 moisture status for the month of March 2026

2. AGROMETEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS AND IMPACT ON
AGRICULTURE

2.1 VEGETATION CONDITION AND IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE ON THE
MONTH OF MARCH 2026

During the month of March, better moisture has been steadily improved, after the first dekad
of the month over Belg rain benefiting areas particularly the south-western, north-eastern and
central parts of the country including southern and south-eastern pastoral and agro-pastoral
areas due to increment of moisture the vegetation condition across the country indicated
average and above average vegetation condition (Fig.7. NDVI and Rangeland WRSI in %)
which condition was satisfying the Belg crops and water need of perennial plants. the

generation of pasture and the availability of drinking water as well as.
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Vegetation Greenness (NDVI) in fraction March 2026

March 1stdekad 2026 March 2nd dekad 2026 March 3rd dekad 2026

»0.32t0-0.28 Clouds =-0.2810-0.24 Water >-024100.00 50,0010 0.05 »0.05t00.10 0.10t00.15 >0.15t00.20 =0.20100.25 02510 0.30 =0.30t0 0.35 >0.3540 065 Wissing

Rangeland WRSI March 2026

=0.0t0 20.0 Very Poor
»20.010 40.0 Poor
-40.01060.0 Average

Fig.7 Vegetation Greenness (NDVI) and Rangeland WRSI March 2026
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2.2 EXPECTED WEATHER IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE DURING THE COMING
MONTH OF APRIL 2026.

In the normal condition, the month of April rain producing systems are expected to be
strength over Belg rain benefiting and growing areas of the country. Hence, the situation is
very important for moisture requirement of different Belg and sowing of long cycle Meher
crops, perennial plants, improve pasture and drinking water availability over pastoral and

agro pastoral areas.

In the coming month of April 2026, moist moisture conditions are expected to be better in
April than in the previous two Belg months in most areas of the country that benefit from the
Belg rains, both in terms of quantity and distribution, which is expected to create favorable
conditions for agricultural activities in Belg-growing and using areas. In particular, since the
beginning of March, the areas that have been receiving moisture for consecutive days will
meet the water needs of early-sown Belg crops and perennial plants that are in bud and at
various stages of growth, and the expected moist conditions in the south and southeast of the
country will be of great importance for semi-pastoral areas such as Borena and Guji, as well
as for the provision of pasture and drinking water for animals. In addition, those who have
started agricultural activities late in the Belg season for various reasons and for sowing long-
term crops are advised to make preparations in advance to use sufficient resources,
considering that the expected moisture will create favourable conditions for sowing. On the
other hand, due to the fluctuating nature of Belg rainfall, consecutive dry spells may occur in
some areas with low moisture, so it is necessary to carry out activities to store the available
moisture and maintain it in the fields. On the other hand, it is recommended that farmers and
relevant parties pay due attention to the fact that there will be heavy rainfall in some areas,
which may cause landslides, soil erosion, and flash floods.
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2. DEENITION OF TERMS

ABOVE NORMAL RAINFALL.: - Rainfall in excess of 125% of the long term mean
BELOW NORMAL RAINFALL.: - Rainfall below 75 % of the long term mean.
NORMAL RAINFALL.: - Rainfall amount between 75 % and 125 % of the long term mean.

BEGA: - It is characterized with sunny and dry weather situation with occasional falls. It
extends from October to January. On the other hand, it is a small rainy season for the
southern and south eastern lowlands under normal condition. During the season, morning

and night times are colder and daytime is warmer.

BELG: - Small Rainy season that extends from February to May and cover s southern,

central, eastern and north-eastern parts of the country.

CROP WATER REQUIREMENTS: - the amount of water needed to meet the water loss
through evapotranspiration of a disease free crop, growing under non-restricting soil

conditions including soil water and fertility.
DEKAD: - First or second ten days or the remaining days of a month.

EXTREME TEMPERATURE:- The highest or the lowest temperature among the recorded

maximum or minimum temperatures respectively.

ITCZ:- Inter-tropical convergence zone (narrow zone where trade winds of the two

hemispheres meet.

KIREMT: - Main rainy season that extends from June to September for most parts of the

country with the exception of the south-eastern lowlands of the country.

RAINY DAY: - A day with 1 or more mm of rainfall amount
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AGROMETEOROLOGICAL STATION DISTRIBUTION

Legend
Y @ Real Time [lata Reporting Station
@ Real Time and Phenological Reporting Station

Station Code Station Code  Station Code Station Code
A. Robe AR D. Zeit Dz Humera HU Nazereth NT
A.A. Bole AA D/Dawa DD Jijiga JJ Nedjo NJ
Adigrat AG D/Mena DOM Jimma IM Negelle NG
Adwa AD D/Odo DO Jinka JN Nekemte NK
Aira Al D/Tabor DT K.Dehar KD Pawe PW
Alemaya AL Dangla DG K/Mingist KM Robe RB
AlemKetema ALK Dilla DL Kachise KA Sawla SwW
Alge ALG Dm.Dolo DMD Koffele KF Sekoru SK
Ambo AMB Dubti DBT Konso KN Senkata SN
Arba Minch AM Ejaji EJ Kulumsa KL Shambu SH
Asaita AS Enwary EN Lalibela LL Shire SHR
Asela ASL  Fiche FC M.Meda MM g;gfya SG
Assosa ASO Filtu FL M/Abaya MAB Sirinka SR
Awassa AW Gambela GM Maichew MY Sodo SD
Aykel AK Gelemso GL Majete MJ WegelTena WT
B. Dar BD Ginir GN Masha MA Woliso WL
Bati BA Gode GD Mekele MK Woreilu wi
Bedelle BDL Gonder GDR Merraro MR Yabello YB
BUI BU Gore GR Metehara ~ MT Ziway W
Combolcha CB H/Mariam HM Metema MTM

D. Berehan DB Harer HR Mieso MS

D. Habour DH Holleta HL Moyale ML

D. Markos DM Hossaina  HS M/Selam MSL
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