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FOREWARD

This Agro met Bulletin is prepared and disseminated by the Ethiopia Meteorology Institute
(EMI). The aim is to provide those sectors of the community involved in Agriculture and related

disciplines with the current weather situation in relation to known agricultural practices.

The information contained in the bulletin, if judiciously utilized, are believed to assist planners,
decision makers and the farmers at large, through an appropriate media, in minimizing risks,
increase efficiency, maximize yield. On the other hand, it is vital tool in monitoring crop/
weather conditions during the growing seasons, to be able to make more realistic assessment of

the annual crop production before harvest.

The institute disseminates ten daily, monthly and seasonal weather reports in which all the

necessary current information’s relevant to agriculture are compiled.

We are of the opinion that careful and continuous use of this bulletin can benefit to raise ones
agro climate consciousness for improving agriculture-oriented practices. Meanwhile, your
comments and constructive suggestions are highly appreciated to make the objective of this

bulletin a success.

Director General

EMI

P.O. Box 1090

Tel: 011661-57-79

FAX 00251-11-6625292
E-mail emi@ethiomet.gov.et
Addis Ababa
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Aot
A.k.kh N 2025/26

NATERP MAPCAE AINETET POPFT ANdLA TOALT PNY OPF NMmPIRE ANN
MC PADT 1H PMPMPAA AT NADENE Uid BhPTRF BL% AT 14AT PAPC BNL
NANHTPE PUTL+E ANNNPT AL PR PADHINT AT AAR AAE OF+T PAMNP HTN PR, F+LNT
M 1@ AYR IR NATRYT FRALPE NIPNLST NAPHNATD- AF NEM 2799 ANNAPTF AL
N&+F $HLHT ParCom AN PARN+TPANT M&T ALY NAA NFA U 0% AL AT 2N
pLd AT UL+ ANNNPT UATET heped PHTN MPFFa- sgoC 1@ NHU ToF PAPC
eNe IC +PLH NANHFD PARAC ANFL NUF ANANPTF P+APR ANATF ALTFFarT
PRECANT NARUF IC +P2H PANA NNANG &UZ ANA NNAN +oINst NNEF PanY SNt
1 AP NENANG NEMN R Ld PACNT AL4T NAA AT ALC ANNNPT ATIMAT ACPMM
@Y A18,U9° aPMYE BT ACA ATPNSNA PALNYLENT TH, T~

Ak h NRATNC @C 2025 PINZ@ PACHNT U3 NJ A+E PHEN @PFFo- NPHT
NEMNG BN 9oNLP PUTLTT ANNNPT N+ALIE NNZST 1B AT PRMN hAA MNP HEF
ATLNYL@ PANA ATYF PRA HYEF ATILLT HC APHET 9oF id PAME AT N&MN
FRO6NT NFROGN AITR NQTTF PUTLFT AMNNPTF +enTe ACTNT ATLPNLAIFD AT &4
NaarAF AL AT PARRC ANAT POrY &AIFFET NOYAT AIRC NE+HE Moy
INCE+ NHeZI® NHY OFF P+75a@ ACPNF NHARTD ARCNT ALCT NdA ACNT ALC
ANNNPT PaImA ACT PADMM @Y ARCNTT NTIARAA AYRC NE+HE MR 1NZM-= NAA
N4 NATRYE NATRY 9R0LNT NATRT FRAL$E NIPNLST NAPHNATD- PUL+H AEAT AR
PINZ® ACHNT HIL+® +HCHD ALTFFEOT AdhlAT NAPANZID MC aREan/p Bgore
NAEC NP NTYTH ACHNF AtHE ATL ATNET 30 Ak Phems ANATE AR, +hAT: A3C
ATFNATTT AGLELPT POY &AIFTFOT NTTRAT ATRC APTFPR 17 INLE NAA NHRA
NATRYE ARy 9ROLNT ATRY ONL$T IONP ATRUID NATSTLE PaphnAFm PUTLTY
ANNNPTF PINCA- £4% Ui PRI NAQ ARLA PARRC ANA NNANT UL ANA NNAN PIA
MR N0

Ak.h NENIPNC MC 2025 NANHEPE PUL+E A&ART AL PHN+PAD PNI@ R/%F
B8AhPMT 147 PAPC Ui ANNA NNANT £UZ ANA NNAN AME Ui3T PAMZ 1NC:
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NAATE N NRMEN JR04NE NIROLNT NATRT T4 NATSTLE NFPTF AL PINLM ACTHNT
ary A& AETFFOT AMDLAY ANATT ART, +AkTT AGCES +NATT AIC ATHATT
POy &AYF aAT RS U9 NAHC ®$PF @miA AL NALC @A N+h™F ACHNT
NA®F7H AT HG AT 3P AT ATNE AANK Psms NNATF MPTF 1NLM:= N+emTLIP
N2 LA+E PHTN @PFFo NPFF NEMAN AJMA PUILE NEEPTF NHALIE N+DAR NEMA
AAA E-NP HEFEI NNLTT & HEF AR PINL@ ACHNT $29° AA AtHG ANAT TF Ui 3T
P&MZ AT NACNT ALGST hdd ACNT ARCT ANNN AIMA ACT ATMMD @Y APCNT
MAAAT PHTN ®Y7F APANANT AN FF 770, T INLM= NATRG AAE AAR NTALIR
NATIT NATT 9°4LNT NARALN ANA NEZANFE ANNNPT PINZD @P+T PAMNS
ACHNFT NAMED AUT AkFR +OAT 1NZ@: hELPMMM PACHNT Uiz IC +PeH
NAT8TL NATRT 9°N4-PT NAPhNATME NEN-NT PN PUILE £IT9 N&LPT AL PINCO-
$HPH N5 8914 AARPH NFT UF +a0HNA: BUTR Ui NARAF NARFTH NTAT & 4G
+ARTT NAC ATNATT AR APMIT AN FP 17 1N

Ake.h N&AIENC OC 2025 N+HARIR NAREAR PmG NUATE M. ANC $5F NANHT D PUIL+
NECPTF AR PINCE PNI@ £LST PACHNTF Ui PR ANAT AT8.LCERE NTH ATRANAMS
PEUC ANA DNAN +aINLTET AGINGDT 9% Ui INZMs NAA GRAR NAT8YE PATRTYE
PAONNAT DT PN 9PNL® PUTLE £I99 NELPT AR ek HIHE POt aDM7 Pty
PAATT PAASD $HPH N5 84 AANPH NFT BT ATRHIN N+HOAF Dbt NFPF AL Lo9P
NHC 24 AARPN NFT PSP +HNA: LUIR P+N+PAD- $HPH NHALIE NARAF NADFTH
NMAT> PELEL HARTE N3C ATNATT AL NDeT NFPT AL N+OAT MY AAFP 17
INZ@: NAA NFA NBAIRNC PADMZAPE AN AT $5F RAR AAE NINZM. PLADE T4
NEMNE BN 9204NF &M 9PN4-3S NARNNATM. AT8TE NFPTF AL NPAA AN aBNNAT
@My PAQ. ACHNF +APHINA: 2UTR Uit dh AGA ARIFFOT Adnlir ATSTE
AT AR +RAeTE ARTRATTT NAPHC MFF A AL NALLC ®-ND N+NTF ACPHNT
N +7H AtHé PRATNEGT 3P AGRAAK Psme NNATT ARTNAT PIIMA ACT PaPMmm -3
APCNT AL PH7T@ ACHNT MPTF 1NZM: NAA N NATRY RALE A1878 ANNNPT
OP+Y LAMND HTN PINGFa AUT 2UTR Uid ARZAS NARANAN 18+ @A AING
ANAET AXFR 97 INZE NHARIR NEMFN M HY ANA OZ8 AT NBAZ TCEN NZE PARA
NMAD. HEN NLLA ANAT AR 8T AECA A
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Aok NETPL MC 2026 NHARIR NAREADL MG NUATET D ANC $5F BLPTMM PACHNF
U3 NANHT@ PUTL+E A&AT AL ATPHF AYLINC P4+ithr PINCT M +PCAE aOLEPT
PARARNFA: RUTD Uit ARUZ ANA AT ARTNAT @ ANAN +9NZA4T N+HIRA dRAN-
ATINTDT NY 1Y INL@= NAA Nhhd PAART PAIASM, $HPH NTALIE NATSTL PATRTY
goN-PE PADNNAT D PRMNG PIRNLP PUTLH BIT NELPT AR ATREP MTNG ATLINCARG
NAIEAT 8912 AARPA NFF PF P+RHIN ATRING RZEPT AMAN+PA: BUT Ui
NAT8YL PHPHTY aeegD NAQLFA NADAS NAAM PRI ANATFI NRT, +nATFI° U N30
ATNATT AR ANFP +O0F APNNTA PTRTFA PPHSH Uit +A+@A A= NAA N NTARYD
NMLAPE AV ATE @5 N&MN TRO4NT N+DAF PLMNN PUTLE NA NFPTF AL PINZD
amMmyg ACPNT ARCNT ARCT NEA ACNF ARC ANNNPF ATIMA ACT AGPMma @Y ARCNF
N+®AT AN APTFP AN+POA PINZE AU NHaTILI® PNAS MPFTY $LaDM- Ay Foe,
ANNNPT AT ANP L IR ATHIET MPTR 3 1N

NAMPAL 2025/26 PNI ML&F PINC@ PACHNF Ui A79279° PR ACTM,PT APhnAT M-
ACTLT NATSTE PATRLT IR04NT PIROSLNT PR JR04N PUILE A&GAT AR NPAA ANN
nNEg a®m7y PMLch PACHNT LHT 1N&F@: LU +mMSaC PP ACTNFT Uit
ALIFFET AAMLAT NTAPP PALTT £48 AR AT PARHC ANATIR P71 AR, +hteTt
ALTF PPN AIFMT ACHNF NITAT ATRC APTFR TUT INLM-: NHeTILIR NY LA+E
PHIN OPFF@ APFF PACNT ARCT PN ACNT ARC ANNNPTF PaIMA ACT PAPMD O-Y
APCNTT NTAAA ATRC APTIFP TG PINCZD ALY NTALI® NNZTT 8 HEF AT hYLm-
@My PANA ATT ATPNPA TOF T PAML NG

N+emZI® NI @&+ N+ALIR NAARNG OC P+1TM. ACTPNT @Y AMC AP ANNNPF
@YY AANANG ATINYFE RANGR AIMT P4MZ INC: NAA Nrd NATRTE NATRT
gL NATRT IPNL3G NANNATD- PUTL+ AGAT AL PINC®- ACTHNF HO1R+@- +HO+O-
AL1FTFOT AALr NAPANLID OC AREARLP BIPE NALC O-ND NTTH ACTNF A+HE A8
AINET 38 AL Phems ANATT AT +hATE A3C ATHARTS ASLELPT ATRU-TP
NALYI3L ARG Atthi PHE FIPTF PO-Y &A1FFO-T NTITAT AL N&E+E MPT - 1NLM-::
NATIR% 97 NATRYE NATYLYT 9PNL$E NIPNLST NATRTE PARhNAT®- PUILTT ANNNPT
PINZ@D M&+T PAMNS HTN NARHC ANA ANANT BUZ ANA NNAN AL NARMETR NPT
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A F® +ROF PINCE- AUT NTALIR NATRTE PN DA AT BNCEP MZEPT NEATCNC MC
NINZ@. N2 NPAPA HTN IC +PLH NLLA ANAT AL h&+E +8%F ALCAA: ATEU9P
NATRTE RN NTA ANNNPF PFPa- PACHNF AT NIMA AC AT NA®MA @Y APCNE
AR AXFR +OOF INCM = NI NHARGR PNJIM M-+ TNGP NEMN JR04NT
N+@AF NN NFPTF AL PINCD AMYIE ACPNTF PNATT ACA ATPNSNAT $LaDa- ATHEGRG.
ANNNPTF AT ANPET ATIHIET NAPMETR NPT MPTF PINLD-::

NAA NFA NAARIM. PNJ D4t PHNTPADR PAA®R AS PAIASM. $HPH NATRT FALP:
NNNAFMS  NIPNEP PYIL+ I N&LPT AR Péhr HEHE PaDdt dAOMT NATRTE
ANNNPF AL N 5 £92 AAACH NFTF UF e+aHIN ALY N+OAF NFPTF L9992 hHC (0) &9
AAARA NFF US +htmAA: BUTR PHNHPAR $HPH NATNAT MSTT NARAS NARZTH
NMAT> PEL&L +NATT NAC ATAATT AL TOMIE AAFP 17 TNLM.: :

EMI Seasonal Agro-meteorology bulletin Page 6



SUMMARY
Bega 2025/26

During the month of October 2025 under review, according to the analyzed agro
meteorological information, better moisture prevails over southern and south-eastern parts of
the country. The observed enhanced moisture had positive implication for planting and
required the daily water needs of Bega season crops particularly Borena, Guji and southern
parts of southern region of the country of highlands and midlands also the observed improved
moisture might be positive implication for pasture and drinking water and significantly
important to regenerate natural and artificial ponds over both the southern and south-eastern
pastoral and agro pastoral community where Bega is the second rain season. Additionally, the
observed better rainfall over southern and south-eastern parts of the country had a good
opportunity to collect rain water harvesting. Moreover the experienced rainfall over western
half of the country had been favor the existing Meher crops, which were under different
phenological phases and lately planted and currently found at various growing stages which
requiring additional moisture for their further development, perennial plants, fruits and
vegetables as well as it would have significant contribution for the production of pulse crops
which planted at the end of the season with residual moisture. On the other hand, the observed
dry condition in the northern, north-eastern, central and eastern parts of the country might have

a positive implication for harvest and post-harvest activities of Meher crops..

During the month of November 2025, according to the analyzed agro meteorological
information dry, sunny and windy weather conditions prevailed over most parts of Kiremt rain-
benefiting areas of the country. This condition was favorable for harvest and post-harvest
activities of fully matured Meher season crops. The observed enhanced moisture over western,
north-western and south-western parts of the country had been favor the existing Meher crops,
which are found from vegetative to grain filling stages toward attaining their water need for
further growth and development, perennial plants, fruits and vegetables as well as it would have
significant contribution for the production of pulse crops which planted at the end of the season
with residual moisture. However, the receiving unseasonal moisture over northern, north-western
and western parts might have slightly negative impact for matured crops. Similarly, since Bega is
the second rainy season for the southern and south-eastern parts of the country, the received
moisture during the month could play very crucial role to satisfy the water need of Bega season
crops over Borena, Guji and southern parts of southern region high lands. Moreover, the
condition had positive impact for improving the availability of pasture and drinking water and the
enhanced moisture had a good opportunity to collect rain water harvesting over both the pastoral
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and agro pastoral community. On the other hand, the decrease in minimum temperature over the

0
highlands of southern, central, eastern and northeastern frost prone areas recorded below 5 C.
This night and early morning extreme cooling condition negatively affected late sown crops not

yet attain maturity and vegetable grown under irrigation and found at different phase of growth.

During the month of December 2025, the Bega season dry, sunny and windy climate condition
particularly in the first and second dekad of the month prevailed most parts of the country. The
dry condition was favorable for the timely dry out of matured crops and to conduct harvest and
post-harvest activities. In line with the dry condition some of the highland parts of northern,
central, eastern and north-eastern parts of the country recorded minimum temperatures below
50C. This cold and chill condition might have some negative impact on livestock health, irrigated
Bega season crops and over various horticulture plants. However, during the last dekad of
December light to moderate moisture was recorded over southern, south-western, eastern and
central parts of the country. This condition favors toward the water satisfaction of not fully
matured crops, perennial plants, for various horticulture crops and for some of legumes which
often planted after harvest of Meher crops. In addition, it might have positive impact on ensuring
the availability of pasture and drinking water over pastoral and agro pastoral areas. On the other
hand, the received unseasonal moisture over some Meher producing areas particularly over South
Wollo zone sekela woreda and Debre Markos area heavy rainfall combined with hailstorm might

have slightly affected harvest and post-harvest activities of matured crops.

During the month of January 2026, Analyzed agrometeorological data indicates that dry
weather conditions prevailed across most parts of the country, particularly throughout the first and
second ten-day periods. This dry conditions were beneficial for fully executing post-harvest
activities and the collection of animal fodder. On the other hand, reports show that nighttime and
early morning cold remained relatively intense in the highlands of the Northeast, Central, South,
and East, with recorded temperatures dropping below 5°C. This cold stress posed a potential
negative impact on frost-sensitive irrigated highland crops, perennial plants, and backyard
vegetables. Conversely, the light moisture observed during the final eleven days of the month in
the Southwest and specific pockets of the South contributed positively to the supply of grazing
pasture and drinking water in pastoral and semi-pastoral areas. Additionally, this moisture was
useful for early land preparation in regions that begin their Belg season activities ahead of
schedule.
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In general, the moisture conditions during the 2025/26 Bega (dry season) ranged from light to
heavy across Southern and Central Oromia, as well as parts of the Northwest, West, and
Southwest regions of Ethiopia. This moisture played a positive role by fulfilling the water
requirements of late-maturing Meher crops, perennial plants, and various vegetation stages. In
pastoral and semi-pastoral areas where the Bega season serves as the second rainy season the
moisture improved the availability of grazing grass and drinking water, specifically creating
favorable conditions for small-scale crop cultivation in the Borena and Guji zones. Additionally,
moisture received during October offered a vital opportunity for water harvesting and storage in
water-scarce areas. In the North, Northeast, and Central regions, this moisture was highly
beneficial for pulses like chickpeas and Guaya sown in residual soil moisture, as well as for fruits,

vegetables, and tree seedlings planted under the Green Legacy Initiative.

Conversely, unseasonal rainfall in the North, Northeast, East, and certain Central areas had a
slight negative impact on Meher crop harvesting and post-harvest activities. Significant damage to
matured crops was reported in parts of South Wollo and Debark due to rain mixed with hail in
December. In contrast, some areas of Southern Somali experienced a moisture deficit that
negatively affected grazing land and water supplies. Toward the end of the Bega season, however,
some moisture in the Southwest provided a slight advantage for early land preparation for the
upcoming Belg season. Meanwhile, the season was also marked by extreme cold, with nighttime
and early morning temperatures in the highlands of the Northeast, East, and Central regions
dropping below 5°C, and in some cases, below 0°C. This cold stress had a minor negative impact

on livestock health and the productivity of irrigated fruits and backyard vegetables.
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Bega 2025/26 Moisture Status Map

Hyper Moist
Hurmid
Mgist
Moderately Dry
Dy
Very Dry
Figure 1. Moisture status for the month of Figure 2. Moisture status for the month of
October 2025 November 2025
Humid
Maoist
Moderataty Dry
Dy
Very Dy
Figure 3. Moisture status for the month of Figure 4. Moisture status for the month of
December 2025 January 2026
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Vegetation Greenness (NDVI) in fraction Bega 2025/26

October 2025 November 2025 December 2025 January 2026

N S

>-0.32t0-0.28 Clouds =-0.2810-0.24 Water >-0.24100.00 »0.00t0 0.05 >0.05t00.10 01010 0.15 *0.15t00.20 >0.2010 0.25 =0.25t0 0.30 =0.30t0 0.35 >0.35t0 0.65 Missing

Fig. 5. Vegetation Greenness (NDVI) in fraction (October 2025 — January 2026)

Rangeland WRSI in % - Bega 2025/26

October 2025 November 2025 December 2025 January 2026

=0.0 to 20.0 Wery Poor =20.0to 40.0 Poor =40.0to 60.0 Average =50.0to0 30.0 Good =30.0 to 100.0 Very Good Missing

Fig.6. Rangeland WRSI in % Bega (October 2025- January 2026)

1. WEATHER ASSESSMENT

1.1. Rainfall amount (21 — 31) January 2026
During 3™ dekade of January 2026 the rain fall distribution was some part of East Gojjam, South
West Shewa, Illibabur, Jimma, Keffa, Dawero, Woliyta, Sidama and tip areas of Bench Maji and
Sheka Zones are received 5-25 mm rainfall. On the other hand, the rest part of the country

received <5 mm rain falls.
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Fig 7. Rainfall distribution in mm (21 — 31) January 2026

1.2. Rainfall Anomaly (21 — 31) January 2026

During 3rd dekade of January 2026 Percent of Normal rain fall distribution or compared to
climatology of the rain fall distribution was some part of East Gojjam, South West Shewa, Tip
areas of North Wollo, most part Illibabur, Jimma, Keffa, Dawero, Woliyta, Sidama Zones are

exhibited Normal to Above Normal rainfall condition. on the other hand, the rest part of the

country was exhibited Much Below Normal rainfall.

34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48
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Normal

Below Normal
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Fig. 8. Percent of normal rainfall distribution (21 — 31) January 2025

Explanatory notes for the Legend

< 50-Much below normal
50-75%-Below normal
75-125%- Normal

> 125% - Above normal

1.3. Moisture status (21 — 31) January 2026

During the third dekad of January 2026, some areas of south western parts of the country
experienced Moderately Dry to Moist moisture conditions. The rest parts of the countries

exhibited Dry to Very Dry.

I Hyper Humid
B Hunid
Moist
Moderately Dry
- Dry
B Very Dry

Fig.9. Moisture Status (21 — 31) January 2026
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1.4. Rainfall amount on the month of January 2026

During the Month of January 2026, some parts of Basketo, Gamogofa, Sidama, Welayita,
Dawuro, Keffa, Bench Maji, Sheka, Jimma and Gurage received 5-25 mm of rainfall. Other parts

of the country were dominantly dry or less than 5 mm of rainfall conditions.

50 - 100

25-50

34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48

Fig. 10. Rainfall amount in mm for the month of January 2026

1.5. Rainfall Anomaly on the month of January 2026

During the month of January 2026, some pocket areas of Bench Maji, Gurage and East Gojam
were exhibited Normal to Above Normal Rainfall condition. On the other hand, most parts of the

country were experienced below Normal to Much Below Normal rainfall condition.
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Above normal

Normal

Below normal

Much Below normal

34 36 38 40 42 44 46 48

Fig. 11. Percent of Normal Rainfall for the month of January 2026

Explanatory notes for the Legend

< 50-Much below normal
50-75%-Below normal

75-125%- Normal
> 125% - Above normal

1.6. Moisture status on the month of January 2026
During the month of January 2026 Pocket Area of south western part of the country exhibited

moderate to dry moisture condition. The rest parts of the countries experienced very dry.
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I Hyper Humid
B Humid
Moist
Moderately Dry

Fig. 12. Moisture status for the month of January 2026

1.7. Rainfall Amount on Bega season 2025/26

During the 2025/26 Bega Season, most some areas of west wellega and Illubabur were received
from 400-500mm of rainfall. Over Basketo, Bench Maji, Illubabur and west Wellega was received
300 400 mm of rainfall. Borena, Derashe, south Omo, Keffa, Godere, Gambela zone 2, Jimma,
Illubabur, Tongo and Metekel received 200-300 mm of rainfall. Over Liben, Afder, Bale, Gedeo,
Konso, Burji, Amaro, Gedeo, Gamogofa, Dawuro, Welayita, Sidama, Gambela zone 2, east
Wellega, Tongo, Assosa, Metekel, Agew, North Gonder, Korahe and Warder received 100-200
mm of rainfall. Over Gode, Deghabur, west Harergie, Alaba, Hadiya, Yem, Gurage, Gambela
zone 3, north Shewa, Kamashi, east Gojjam and Bahirdar received 50-100 mm of rainfall. Over
Guiji, Selti, Arsi, south west Shewa, north Shewa, Harer, Fik and Oromia Special zone received 25
-50 mm. Over east Harergie, Jijiga, Afar zone 2, 3, & 5, east Shewa, Addis Ababa, south Tigray
and west Tigray zones received 5 — 25 mm of rainfall. The rest parts of the country received 0 — 5

mm of rainfall.
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Fig.13. Rainfall amount in mm for Bega 2025/26

1.8. Rainfall Anomaly on Bega Season 2025/26

During the Bega 2025/26 season, Southern, South western, Western, North western and pocket
areas of Afar exhibited Normal to Above Normal Rainfall condition. The other parts of the

country were experienced below Normal to Much Below Normal rainfall condition.
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Above normal

Normal

Below Normal

Much Below normal

Fig.14. Percent of Normal Rainfall for Bega 2025/26

Explanatory notes for the Legend

< 50-Much below normal
50-75%-Below normal

75-125%- Normal
> 125% - Above normal
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2. AGROMETEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS AND IMPACT ON
AGRICULTURE

2.1. VEGETATION CONDITION AND IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE DURING
BEGA, 2025/26

Generally during the past Bega 2025/26 season due to the influence of Kiremt system the
moisture condition existed over north Western, western, south western and central parts of the
country, in particular during the month of October and November the moisture condition was
enhanced over most part of the country. The observed moisture was favorable for the
performances of Meher crops that are late sown and not yet fully matured, and perennial plants to
satisfy the water requirement. Moreover, the southern Bega rain benefiting areas including south-
western, central, eastern and western parts of the country the NDVI Figure 5 (the green plant
coverage) and RLWRSI Figure 6 increased in most of Bega rainfall benefiting areas. Particularly
due to the expanded green plant coverage and Rangeland indicated over southern pastoral and
agro pastoral community might play crucial role toward improving the availability of pasture and

drinking water and to regenerate natural and artificial ponds.
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2.2. EXPECTED WEATHER IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE DURING THE
COMING BELG, 2026 SEASON
Belg season normally central parts of northern high lands, eastern highlands, part of central,
south western and southern Ethiopia are known as Belg growing areas. The contribution of Belg
rainfall is ranging from 5-30% over the north, north eastern and eastern highlands whereas 30-
60% over south and south western parts of the country from annual total crop production of the

areas.

For the upcoming Belg season of 2026, normal to above-normal moisture conditions are expected
over areas of Belg crop growing and Belg rainfall benefiting areas, including pastoral, and agro-
pastoral regions of the country. These conditions may lead both positive and negative impacts on

Belg agricultural activities.

In particular, across the major Belg Growing areas of the southern and southwestern parts of the
country namely Sidama Region, South Ethiopia Region, Central Ethiopia Region, and southern
Oromia as well as in the northeastern and southeastern Belg growing areas, the anticipated normal
to above-normal moisture conditions are likely to ensure enhance soil moisture for the land
preparation and seasonal agricultural activities timely. This will be favorable for early agricultural

activities during the Belg season.

Furthermore, these conditions are expected to support the water requirements of perennial crops
and to improve the availability of drinking water and pasture for livestock over pastural and agro-
pastural areas. In addition, favorable conditions are anticipated in western and northwestern

Meher growing areas where long-cycle crops are planted earlier.

On the other hand, the expected normal to above-normal moisture conditions, particularly in
Sidama, Wolaita, Gedeo, GamoGofa, Dawro, and Derashe zones, may lead to excessive soil
moisture after the mid of the season. This may lead to waterlogging, soil erosion, landslides, and

increased incidence of weeds and crop diseases.

furthermore, in southern Tigray, eastern Amhara, central Oromia, and eastern Oromia Belg
growing areas, although normal to above-normal moisture conditions are expected, the Belg
rainfall is expected to exhibit high temporal variability, including the likelihood of consecutive
dry spells. Such conditions may negatively affect the availability of continuous soil moisture

required for crop growth after planting.
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Overall, considering both the positive and negative impact of the upcoming Belg season, the
implementation of appropriate preparedness, risk-mitigation measures and properly use the

Agromet advisories is essential.

Positive Impacts

@ Normal to above-normal moisture conditions will ensure adequate soil moisture
availability.

@ The expected good moisture conditions will favorable for land preparation and planting
activities timely.

@ Both Belg seasonal crops and perennial crops will be able to obtain sufficient moisture
required for proper growth and development.

@ Favorable conditions will be created for the collection and storage of rainwater to use
during the dry spells.

@ The conditions will support the implementation of soil and water conservation practices.

@ Improved availability of drinking water and feed for livestock, as well as enhanced pasture
growth, is anticipated.

@ In Meher-producing areas, the conditions will be favorable for early planting of long-cycle

crops.

Negative Impacts

@ Due to the likelihood of above-normal moisture may leads to waterlogging, soil erosion,
and landslide that may affect Belg agricultural activities over particularly in sloping
terrains.

@ Increased weed infestation, crop diseases, and pest outbreaks may negatively affect crop
productivity.

@ In particular, in the northern, eastern, and central Belg-producing areas of the country, the
occurrence of consecutive dry spells associated with rainfall variability may adversely

affect crop germination and growth stages.

Agrometeorological Advisory

@ To reduce moisture stress during dry spells, rainwater harvesting and storage practices
should be implemented.
@ In pastoral and agro-pastoral areas, fodder and pasture resources should be conserved and

stored for use during dry periods.
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@ In areas where excessive moisture is expected, appropriate drainage systems should be
prepared to minimize waterlogging.

@ Soil and water conservation measures should be strengthened.

@ Proper crop selection will have promoted that crop varieties suitable for the season

@ Planting dates should be determined in line with the climate information and appropriate
preparations should be made.

@ Crop fields should be closely monitored throughout the season.

@ Agricultural inputs (including herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers) should be applied
carefully, taking prevailing and expected weather conditions into account.

@ Regularly updated weather and climate information issued by the Institute should be

closely followed, and the corresponding advisories should be implemented accordingly.
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3. DEENITION OF TERMS

ABOVE NORMAL RAINFALL.: - Rainfall in excess of 125% of the long term mean
BELOW NORMAL RAINFALL: - Rainfall below 75 % of the long term mean.
NORMAL RAINFALL.: - Rainfall amount between 75 % and 125 % of the long term mean.

BEGA: - It is characterized with sunny and dry weather situation with occasional falls. It extends
from October to January. On the other hand, it is a small rainy season for the southern and south
eastern lowlands under normal condition. During the season, morning and night times are colder

and daytime is warmer.

BELG: - Small Rainy season that extends from February to May and cover s southern, central,

eastern and north-eastern parts of the country.

CROP WATER REQUIREMENTS: - the amount of water needed to meet the water loss
through evapotranspiration of a disease free crop, growing under non-restricting soil conditions
including soil water and fertility.

DEKAD: - First or second ten days or the remaining days of a month.

EXTREME TEMPERATURE: - The highest or the lowest temperature among the recorded

maximum or minimum temperatures respectively.

ITCZ: - Inter-tropical convergence zone (narrow zone where trade winds of the two hemispheres

meet.

KIREMT: - Main rainy season that extends from June to September for most parts of the country

with the exception of the south-eastern lowlands of the country.

RAINY DAY: - A day with 1 or more mm of rainfall amount
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AGROMETEOROLOGICAL STATION DISTRIBUTION
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Station Code Station Code Station Code  Station Code
A. Robe AR D. Zeit DZ Humera HU Nazereth NT
A.A. Bole AA D/Dawa DD Jijiga J] Nedjo NJ
Adigrat AG D/Mena DOM Jimma IM Negelle NG
Adwa AD D/Odo DO Jinka JN Nekemte NK
Aira Al D/Tabor DT K.Dehar KD Pawe PW
Alemaya AL Dangla DG K/Mingist KM Robe RB
AlemKetema ALK Dilla DL Kachise KA Sawla SwW
Alge ALG Dm.Dolo DMD Koffele KF Sekoru SK
Ambo AMB Dubti DBT Konso KN Senkata SN
Arba Minch AM Ejaji EJ Kulumsa KL Shambu SH
Asaita AS Enwary EN Lalibela LL Shire SHR
. Shola
Asela ASL Fiche FC M.Meda MM Gebeya SG
Assosa ASO Filtu FL M/Abaya MAB Sirinka SR
Awassa AW Gambela GM Maichew MY Sodo SD
Aykel AK Gelemso  GL Majete MJ WegelTena WT
B. Dar BD Ginir GN Masha MA Woliso WL
Bati BA Gode GD Mekele MK Woreilu Wi
Bedelle BDL Gonder GDR Merraro MR Yabello YB
BUI BU Gore GR Metehara MT Ziway W
Combolcha CB H/Mariam  HM Metema MTM
D. Berehan DB Harer HR Mieso MS
D. Habour DH Holleta HL Moyale ML
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