FORE WARD

This Agro met Bulletin is prepared and disseminated by the National Meteorological Agency
(NMA). The aim is to provide those sectors of the community involved in Agriculture and
related disciplines with the current weather situation in atbn to known agricultural
practices.

The information contained in the bulletin, if judiciously utilized, are believed to assist planners,
decision makers and the farmers at large, through an appropriate media, in minimizing risks,
increase efficiency, aximize yield. On the other hand, it is vital tool in monitoring crop/
weather conditions during the growing seasons, to be able to make more realistic assessment
of the annual crop production before harvest.

The Agency disseminates ten daily, monthly asdsonal weather reports in which all the
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We are of the opinion that careful and continuous use of this bulletin can benefit to raise ones
agro climate consciousness for improving egjture-oriented practices. Meanwhile, your
comments and constructive suggestions are highly appreciated to make the objective of this
bulletin a success.
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SUMMARY

October 20B

During thefirst dekade of October2018 dry moisture condition waprevailing over the
northeastern, central and eastern portibthe countryThis situation was supposed to be more
favorable to conduct harvest and post harvest activities of maturps fmoareas of northern
and northeastern parts where the Kiremt season was getting off. However, the prevailed dry
condition might have negative impaotvard fulfilling the water needf crops which were lately
planted and found at flowering and graitirfig steges. This conditioncould be more sever for
areaswhich wereexperientng various lengths ofiry days in the previouew dekad, forares
which didnot havesupplementaryater sources, and the places wheggrpil is characterized
as low waer holding capeity. In addition, thedry condition might also put some pressure for
eastern and northeast parts of gasteal and agro pastoral community for the availability of
drinking waterandpasture On the other handhe observed enhanced morstover the western
half of the country might have positive implication for fulfilling the water need of various Meher
crops and perennial plants. Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for the southern and
southeastern parts of the country, theeived rain during the dekad could play very crucial role
to perform land preparation and to plant pulse and other short cycle crops. Moreover, the
condition had positive impact femproving the availabilityof pasture and drinking water over
boththe mstoral and agro pastoral community line with the enhanced moisture, some places
of eastern Tigray, eastern Amhara, Benishangul Gumuze, western & southern Oromia,
Gambella, SNNPR, and southern Somali experienced light to heavy amount of rainfall. Along
with this, heavy rainfall was observed over Ayira (31.8mm), Asossa (39.0mm), Aykel (49.7mm),
Bahirdar (39.5mm), Begi (38.2 & 38.0mm), Chagni (33.0mm), Gore (43.8mm) and Terch
(31.6mm).

During the second dekad of October, in normal conditi@endty moisture condition prevails
over most of northern, northeastern, eastern and centralgbatte country However, onthe
decadeunder review, some places exhibited moist to humid moisture condition due to
unseasonal rainfall. On the other hand, ssded moisture condition was observed over the
western, southwestern, southern and southeastern parts of the country. In line with this, some
places experienced heavy fall and among them Mankush 91.2mm, Burje 74.4mm, Harare
39.1mm, Abeala 30.1mm, Debretak@?.0mm, Jinka 39.7mm, Limugenet 34.1mm, Mchewe
37,5mm, Mile 52.4mm, Mytsemri 34.8mm, Sawla 31.0mm, Kwara 46.8mm, Addis Abeba
38.8mm, Ambo 36,1mm, Cheffa 30.2mm, Hossana 35.2mm, Jimma 39.5mm, Ejajai 45mm, Bati
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30.7mm, Chagni 30.8mm, Dila 37.8mm, Enewasetthm, Nekemte 33.4mm, Bedele 34.3mm,
Shambu 41.9mm, Abababo 36.1mm, Adewa 58.4mm, Arjo 32.2mm, and Ayra 40.7mm. This
situation was believed to be more favorable for crops which are found from vegetative to grain
filling stages toward attaining their wateeed for further growth and development, while the
condition might have negative impact for areas which are under harvest and post harvest
activities. On the other handhe observed enhanced moisture over the western and southern part
of the country migt have positive implication for fulfilling the water need of various Meher
crops and perennial plants. Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for the southern and
southeastern parts of the country, the received rain during the dekad couldrglayucial role

to perform land preparation and to plant pulse and other short cycle crops. Additionally, the
condition had positive impact famproving the availabilityof pasture and drinking water over

both the pastoral and agro pastoral communityrelation to heavy fall, damage on matured

crops was reported from Debresina meteorological observatory.

The analyzed agro meteorol ogical I nfor mat.
prevailed over most of the northern, northeasteastern and central padéthe countryduring
the last dekad of October. In addition, except in some pocket areas, much of the northwestern
part of the country was also under the influence of moderately dry to dry moisture condition.
This condition is beved to be favorable for harvest and post harvest activities of fully matured
Meher season crops. However, this condition might be negative for crops which were lately
planted and currently found at various growing stages and requiring additional m&osttireir
further development. On the other hand, enhanced moisture condition was observed over the
southern and southwestern parts of the courtryline with this, south and west Oromia,
Gambella, Benishangule gumuze, toGomali, eastern Ethiopiagwh Afar, east Amahra and
centeral part of the country experienced light to moderate amount of rainfall. In addition heavy
fall was also reported in different parts of the country, such as over Abebo 33.2, Delomena 46.5,
Dila 31.4, Ginir 68.0, Majete 30.Zepi 35.2, Moyale 41.6, Gimbi 39.6, Bale Robe 42.3, Asosa
59.4, Sirbe Abay 40.2, Alem Teferi 47.5, Gewane 46.6, Maji 30.2 and Wanbra 30.8mm of
rainfall. This situation was believed to be more favorable for perennials plants and various crops
which are dund at different growing stages toward attaining their water need for further growth
and development. Similarly, since Bega is the second rainy season for the southern and
southeastern parts of the country, the received rain during the deakad coulerplesueial role
to perform different agricultural activities. Additionally, the condition had positive impact for
improving the availabilityof pasture and drinking water ovieoththe pastoral and agro pastoral
community However, the enhanced moisturendition might have negative impact for areas

which are currently conducting harvest and post harvest activities.
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Generally during the month of Octobeaccording to the analyzed agro meteorological
information, during the previous month enhanceaisture condition prevail over most of the
country This condition was more exhibited over the western, southern and southeastern parts of
the country. In addition, some pocket areas to the north also experienced wet condition during
the month under revievin line with this, Benishangule gumuze, SNNPR, all zones of Gambella,
north and south Wello, norh and south Gonder, west and east Gojam, all zones of Wellega, east
and west Harege, Arsi and Bale, Guji and Borena, some zones of Tigray, south Afar, atid Som
recived various amount of rainfall This situation was believed to be more favorable for
perennials plants and various crops which are found from vegetative to grain filling stages
toward attaining their water need for further growth and developrBémilarly, since Bega is
the second rainy season for the southern and southeastern parts of the country, the received rain
during the deakad could play very crucial role to perform different agricultural activities.
Additionally, the condition had positivenpact forimproving the availabilityof pasture and
drinking water oveboth the pastoral and agro pastoral communiityrelation to the enhanced
humidity in the atmosphere, the night and morning time coldness was not as strong as the normal
situations.However, the enhanced moisture condition might have negative impact for areas
which are currently conducting harvest and post harvest activities. In addition, except in some
pocket areas, some of the northwestern part of the country was also undeftuidrece of
moderately dry to dry moisture condition. This situation is believed to be favorable for harvest
and post harvest activities of fully matured Meher season crops. However, this condition might
be negative for crops which were lately planted emdently found at various growing stages

and requiring additional moisture for their further development.
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Fig 1. Rainfall distribution in mm (24.30) October 20B
1.WEATHER ASSESSMENT
1.1.Rainfall amount (Fig.1)

Duringthe third dekal of October 2018Pocket area of Baleceived rainfall in the range of
100 to 200 mm. Assosa, Gambela zone 1, Sheka, Godere, Bench Maji, Guiji, Bale, Liben, Afder
and Fik experiencedainfall in the range of 5A00mm. Kamashi Tongo, west Wellega, Kefa,
Basketo, Borena, GujiArsi, Gode, Deghabur, east & west Harergie akfdr zone3 received
rainfallin the range of 2% 50mm. west Tigraynorth & south Gonder, Bahirdar, west Gojam,
Awi, Metekel, lllubabur, Gambela zone 2 &3, Jimma, Dawuro, KT, Weldgidaya, Sidama,
Gamogofa, south Omo, Derashi, Konso, Burji, Amaro, Oromia special zone, south Wollo, Afar
zone 5, Shinille, Jijiga, Deghabur and Korahe recei#srbm rainfall.The rest parts of the

country exhibited rainfall in the range of®mm.
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Fig. 2 Percent of normal rainfall distributior2{ ¢ 30 October2018)

Explanatory notes for the Legend
< 50Much below normal
50-75%Below normal

75-125% Normal
> 125% Above normal

1.1.2 RainfalAnomaly (Fig. 2)

Pocket area of BaJeéAssosa, Gambela zone 1, Sheka, Godere, Bench Maji, Guji, Bale, Liben,
Afder , Fik, Kamashi Tongo, west Wellega, Kefa, Basketo, Borena, Guiji, Arsi, Gode, Deghabur,
east & west Harergie and Afar zone &perierced normal to above normal rainfall. The rest

parts of country exhibited below to much below normal rainfall.



Fig. 3 Rainfalhmount inmm for the monthof October 20B

1.2.1 Rainfalemount (Fig.3)

Most of Shela zonesreceived200 ¢ 300 mm of rainfall. Metekel, Agew Awi, west Gojam,
Assosa, Tongo, west Wellega, lllubabur, Jimma, Gambela zone 1, Godere, Keffa, Bench Maiji,
Basketo, south Omo, Burji, Gedeo, Amaro, part of Bale and Afdgbited 100-200 mm of
rainfall. central & east Tigray, Afar zone 4 & 5, Oromia special zone, north & south Gonder,
Bahirdar, east Gojam, east Wellega, north & west Shewa, Yem, Alaba, Hadiya, KT, Dawuro,
Welayita, Gamogofa, Derashi, Konso, Borena, Guiji, Sidama, Gambela zond.ibet 2Afder,

Gode, Fik and Hard0-100 mm ofrainfall. West &southern TigrayWaghmra, south & north
Wollo, Afar zone 2 & 3, Addis Ababa , south west Shewa, Gurage, silite, Arsi, west & east
Harergie, Jijiga, Deghabur and Gambela zoe&Hbited 25-50 mm of rainfall. Metekel, some

parts of south & nortiNollo, Afar zone 1, Shinille, east Shewa &utahe zones exhibitest25

mm of rainfall Therest part of the country Exhibite@5 mm of rainfall.



